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bs RECIPES AND EXPENDITURES 
SELECTMEN 


OF THE 


TOWN OF BRENTWOOD, N. H. 


AND 


Superintending School Committees. * 


FOR THE 


LYEAR ENDING FEB. 20, 1876. 
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Be eee Miko NaS. sReReP OORT, 


The Selectmen charge themselves with the following : 
Received of the Town ‘Treasurer of 1874, $1636 66 
Kk. G. Tuttle, collector of ’71, 58 50 
C.C. 8. Stevens, ‘* to; 46 20 
C. C. Smith, i FEE 104 70 
Re fr 718, 2368 35 
State Treasurer, Railroad tax, 80 05 
os He Savings Bank tax, 145 07 
KS - Literary Fund, 72 24 
Interest on bonds and notes, 217 71 
Ik. G. Flanders, 1 80 
T. G. Haley, of Excter, for gravel, 4d 80 
Town of Excter, peer for bridge, 170 96 
Total. $5185 04 


The Selectinen credit themselves with the following : 
Paid State tax. 
County tax. "15 
66 Gs TA. 
Mary Sanborn’s note and interest, 
Orin Sanborn, for drawing off town ace’t, ’74, 
journey to Newmarket, 


\ 


BIS6 OO 
890 05 
108 99 
120 56 

2 OV 
1 50 


a 


School District, No. 1, school tax, 


de ae No.2, a 
66 Ge No. By 6G 
"6 Ge No. 4, * Gi . 
Gs 66 No Xe 66 
School house tax, District No. 2, 
ts 66 66 be No. 3, 
66 66 66 66 No. ie 
Highway tax worked ont, 74, 
66 6G 4 wa ihe 


J. W. Sanborn, highway tax, 
County, for breaking roads, ’74, 


Samuel 'Thyng, i oi 
x. W. Brackett, de Re 
Samuel B. Miller, °° ct 
James P. Thyng,'. ** fh 
D. R. Parshley, fe ay 


W. M. Veasey, for sheep killed by dogs, 
Samuel Taylor, for labor on highway, 
Printing town accounts for *75, 
Express for same, 
for Pickpocket bridge, 
W. W. Stickney, for advice, 
W. Copps, school tax for ’74 and 775, 
for the support of the Dudley cluildren, 
the town of Durham, small pox case, 

di Tremont for supplies furnished 

Anna E. Morse, 

A. M. Bradley, for damage widening road, 


J, B. Pose. T. Graves, ‘6 
John Sinith, 6 


D. Robinson heirs, for damage to a horse, 
J. W. Robinson, for glass and putty for hall, 
H. A, Orne, setting ‘* Sik 


7A, 


288 
234 
220 
119 
14 
80 
212 
200 
76 
78 


~1 


OO 
45 
OO 
OO 
OO 
13 
76 
oO 
40 
3] 

OO 
85 
Od 
OO 
OO 
10) 
11 

a0 


- AI 


00 
62 
00 
OO 


Paid 


1874. 


J.T. Smith, damage to plough on highway, 7 00 

A. D. Jewell, gravel for ‘7 1 00 

D. Frank Fellows, gravel, if 6 10 

Wiggin & Fernald, for advice, 2 00 

George E. Lane, stationery, &c. B22 

N. R. Thurston, bridge plank and watering trough, 19 46 
’ fos) ras) oar 

John W. Smith’s bill for town clerk, 25 295 
B. F. Robinson, for going with hearse and taking 
’ A ee 5 

care of town hall, 22 00 


A. G. Dudley, setting off school district, No. 5, 1 00 
W.C. Jackson, superintending School Committee 
COs £00 


Orin Swain, labor on birch road, 6 OO 
L. M. Nickett, taking care town hall, 1874, 3 00 


ABATEMENTS. 


Jared P. Smith, poll tax, 2 85 
Jared Wiggin, Cae 3 60 
Sarah Kelley, tax, 1078 
Charles Batchelder, poll tax, 1 08 
Edwin RB. Cram, si Bs aes 
Andrew J. Davis, tax, (oe 2S 
Edwin Damsell, poll tax, 2 00 
® William Ferren. 2 1 00 
James Johnson, es 1 00 
Joseph T. Miles. es | 1 80 
Charles F. Poor, oe 1 06 
Frank D. Pollard, “ 108 
Charles E. Robinson, ‘** 1 08 
Otis F. Sanborn, ee 1 08 
Lewis T. Stone. ef 1 00 


George Stevens. wed 1 00 


6 


1874. paid Albion D. Vhyng, poll tax, 1 65 
Joshua E.G. Lyford, * 1 00 
Susan R. Tucke, 24 16 
18705, Joseph Page, over tax, 2 30 
George Fellows, a 1 88 
John Gordon, poll tax, 1 16 
Albion D. Thyng, * 80 
William Kimball, horse died. AO 
W. G. Hook, tax on dead dog, 2 00 
J. B. Brown, over tax, 2 08 
Paid expenses to Durham three times, 4 70 
+ Concord to pay State tx, 210 
1875, John 8S. Stevens, stringers for bridge, » OO 
1874, M. Nickett, breaking roads and’ shovelling 
snow. 315 
1875, George KE. Lane, books, &e. £43 
1878, paid John Brown, services as Selectman, 12 00 
66 Treasurer, 12 0V 
Durhain small pox ease. 4 50 
Exeter two times, ® 200 
appraising real estate in Sep- 
ber, 114 days, 23 00 
Fremont two times, 1 50 
widening roads and making 
returns, 1 50 


taking agricultural statistics 

and making returns, 3 00 
making three schoolhouse tax, 3 00 
to Concord to pay State tax, 1 50 


4 


‘¢ paid J.W. Robinson, services as Selectman, 12 00 
labor on bridge, 4 00 
enroLing militia, 1 00 
taking births and deaths, 2 00 


making three schoolhouse tax, 3 OO 
setting off school dist. No 56, 1 00 
appraising real estate in Sep- 


tember, 23 00 
Exeter two times, 2 VO 
overseer of the poor, 2 00 
Durham two times, self and 
horse, 7 OO 
widening roads, 1 00 
** paid George H. Hoyt, service as Selectman, 12 00 
overseer of poor, 2 00 
* taking births and deaths. 2 00 


making 3 schoolhouse tax, 3 00 
setting off school dist. No.5 1 00 


enrolling militia, 1 00 
& ) 4, JOHN BROWN, ) Selectinen 
Bee (Ag liveo FOREN of 


GEORGE H. HOYT, — )__ Brentwood. 


We, the undersigned, auditors, have examined the Select- 
men’s accounts as presented to us, and find them correctly 
cast and properly vouched, and find in the hands of the 
Treasurer, one hundred and fifty dollars and five cents ; due 
from C. C. 8. Stevens, collector of 1878, six dollars and 
| nineteen cents; also, due from C. C. Smith, collector of 
1874-5, three hundred and five dollars and fifty-six cents. 

ORIN SANBORN, ) Auditors of 
WILLIAM H. VEASEY, | _ Brentwood. 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN, FEB. 24, 1876. 
Due School District No. 4, $30 06 


AVAILABLE RESOURCES. 


Due from Government, $1648 00 
from C. C. 8. Stevens, collector of 1875, 6 19 
from C. C. Smith, collector of ’74 and 774, 305 56 

Cash in the hands of the Treasurer, 150,05 

Total, | $2109 80 


Leaving a balance in favor of the town, Feb. 24, 
1876, of $2079 74 


rae: JOUN BROWN ) Selectmen 
Nolet 2l?*~ FORA REAN =, of 
GEORGE H. HOYT, }) Brentwood. 


Site sh: 


REPORT 


Superintending School Committee, 


& 


The undersigned would hereby present his Annual Report as Su- 
perintending School Committee of the town of Brentwood, for the 
year past. 

We have been brought to that period in our National history 
which suggests our looking about us with special care, to survey 
the advancement we have made as a people for the century now 
closing. And the advancement we have made in education, is no 
less worthy of note than that we have made in other things. The 
occasion invites us to look back to the state of our schools at the 
beginning of the century; and, indeed, our retrospective survey 
may extend back to the first settlement of the town. 

The earliest record I find respecting our schools is dated, ‘‘ May 
29, 1745. Voted, that there be a school held in four houses (in dif- 
ferent parts of the town), two months at each house, by a woman 
or women, at the parish charge.” This was three years after the 
first incorporation of the town. In 1748, it was ‘*Voted that there 
be four months schooling,” under the supervision of the selectmen. 
During that period from two hundred to four hundred pounds, Old 
Tenor, were appropriated for schools. These four districts were ° 
essentially the same as now. In 1769, and for séine time afterwards, 
schools were kept yearly three months in each school house. 

1 find no mention of schools in the town records during the Rev- 
olutionary struggle. The people were more intent on providing 
soldiers than school teachers. In 1787, and several years after- 
ward, twelve munths schooling were to be divided among the dis- 
tricts, giving three mouths to cach. After 1804, 383 1-3 dollars, or. 


10 


£100, New England currency, was the sum raised for schools. In 


. 1808, and I suppose from that time to the present, with a few ex- 


ceptions, the school money raised was limited to the sum required 
by State law. A part of the school money was expended for female 
teachers. It would seem that male teachers were generally em- 
ployed in winter. The number of large scholars, and the liberal 
use of the birch, then in fashion, demanded physical as well as 
mental strength. 

We find no mention, during these earlier years, of School Com- 
mittees. The whole care of the schools, as well as the building 
and repairing of the schoolhouses, was intrusted to the selectmen. 
The custom then seems to have been to have some of the schools 
begin at an early day, leaving the others to begin later, and contin- 
uing on after the former had closed, so that the larger scholars, ' 
where the distance was not too great, might go to a neighboring 
school when their own was not in session. 

It might not be easy for the children of to-day to imagine the 
kind of schoolhouses where the youth of those early times were 
congregated. At first they were doubtless log houses of the rudest 
character, one side of the room mostly taken up with a huge fire- 
place, made of rough flat stones gathered from the neighboring pas- 
tures, the chinks being filled with clay. To these succeeded the 
unpainted frame houses. with brick fire-places, only a little less 
capacious than the former, and long plank seats, built upon an in- 
clined plane, the teacher furnished with a chairand table, and a pen 
knife to use on the quill pens of the writers. Then succeeded the 
age of red school houses, with their ponderous window-shutters. 

We are not to conclude that the schools, gathered in those old 
times, were small in the number of their scholars. Sixty or seven- 
ty was no unusual number. How could one teacher manage so 
many? Our answer is, they had not so many Classes or branches of 
study as we have now. Rezding, spelling, writing and ‘* cypher- 
ing ” constituted the main business of the school; geography and 
grammar were later in their introduction. Algebra, physiology, 
geometry, were words which some of the teachers would have been 
troubled to define. Still those teachers were laborious and praise- 
worthy servants of the public, and hard work was doiie in those 
rough plain school houses. Let us rejoice at the improvements 
that have been introduced into every department of the work of 
education, but let us not be vain enough to imagine that our ances- 
tors were worthy of our contempt, asa race of half-developed men. 


11 


Coming to the condition and history of ourschools the past year, 
I have been pleased to witness in them all a good degree of pros- 
peritv. The school in 


DISTRICT NO. 1 


has had, through the year, its former teacher, Miss Emma A. Jud- 
kins, of Kingston; and she has pursued her labors with her accus- 
tomed fidelity. ‘This school has been large, and the different class- 
es and branches of study have been too many for one teacher to do 
them justice. Ifa xiven lesson, that ought to occupy twenty min- 
utes or half an hour in its recitation, has to be dispatched in ten 
ininutes, it is impossible to secure, in every scholar in the class a 
due thoroughness in preparation, or a full understanding of the les- 
son. ‘Things done in haste are apt to be done superficially. In so 
large a school it is also difficult to secure good order, or to give all 
needful attention to the habits and conduct of each member of the 
school. It would be greatly to the Advantage of this school if it 
could be graded. 


DES CLC aN Ch) 2, 


This school was, for the spring and part of the summer, under 
the care of Miss Emma M. Neall, of the State of Maine. The school 
was conducted with commendable success. But there was nota’ 
little uneasiness felt in the district, on account of the children of 
the County Almshouse being sent to this school. The objection to 
their attendance did not seem to be the fact of their being paupers, 
but rather their increasing number threatening to crowd the school, 
and their coming, some at least, from wretched homes, andeven the 
streets and by-ways of our large towns, thus threatening the school 
with vitiating influences, and the introduction of contagious dis- 
eases. It was thought best, at last, to set off the County House 
and grounds into a new school district. * 

This school has, fora pretty long winter term, and not yet closed, 
been under the charge of Mr. Samuel Taylor, of this town, an ex- 
perienced and most efficient teacher. He does not make himself 
the slave of the text-book, although his scholars are required to 
make a thorough use of it; but they are led to think for themselves 
and to tell their knowledge of the lesson, as much as possible, in 
their own language. 
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The school in this district has been unusually small in nunrbers, 
and its terms have been brief. But its old teacher, Miss M..J. Fol- 
som, of New Market, has been employed through the year, and has* 
shown her accustomed thoroughness and fidelity. She is second 
to none of our teachers in the work of d///ing her classes in the ru- 
diments of our common school branches of study. ‘ 

DISTRICT NO. 4 

Tnis school, during’ the spring term, was taught.by Miss Elma 
Gordon, of Danville, who had taught the school a part of the pre- 
ceding year. She carried the school along pleasantly artd success- 
fully. In the fall term it was placéd under the charge of Miss 
Ariana S. Dudley, of this town. Very gratifying evidence of thé 
teacher’s diligence and thoroughness of instructicn, and of the 
improvement of the scholars, was shown at the closing examina- 
tion. 

y Fhis’ district‘ ‘has recently built a new school house in a very de- 
“sirable location, and excelling, in its style and convenient arrange- 
ments, all-theaothey schoolhouses of the town. I hope it will be a 
lasting benefit to the district. , ‘ 

The number of children in town between the ages of four and six- 
teen years, inclusive, according to the census made last April, is 


- 


as follows: Boys, 85; girls, 75. : 
Respectfully submitted, - 
4 WM. C. JACKSON, . ; 
se Superintending School Comuittee. 


Brentwood, Feb. 25, 1876. 
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